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 UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

i

~ State of Maryland, haveinvented certain new

* and I'd¢ hereby declare that the following is

. the openings in wash-basins and other house-

" formed of india-rabber preferably, leather, or

/’E"To all whom it may concern:

CHAERLES E. DE VALIN, OF BALTIMORE, MARYLAND.

IMPROVEMENT IN DEVICES FOR PREVENTING THE,

ESCAPE OF SEWER-GAS FROM BASIN-OVERFLOWS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 213,977, dated April 8, 1879; application filed
" April 9, 1878,

f

Be it known that I, CHARLES E.DE VALIN,
of Baltimore, in the county of Baltimore and

and useful Improvements in Vent- Closers;

a full, elear, and exact description of the in-
vention, which will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and use
the same, reférence being had to the acecom-
panying drawings, and to letters of reference
marked thereon,which form a partof this speci-’
fication. '

My invention relates to a device for closing

hold furniture used in sanitary construction
through’ which there is a liability of an es-
cape of gas, deleterions to health. It isto be
used more particalarly to covér the openings
provided for the overflow in permanent wash-
basins and sinks.

It consists.of a hollow cup-shaped ecap,

other elastic material, the base of which will
conform to the surface against which it is in-
tended to rest.

In connection with the cap mentioned is a
hook, the shank of which is securely fast-
ened to the top to said cap. The object of
said hook is to anchor said cap to the bars or
spaceés between the openings or perforations
at the mouth of the overflow-pipe.

Tn the accompanying draw.ngs, Figure 1 is-
a sectional view, showing the application of
the device in one form te the overflow-open-
ings of a permatent wask basin. Tig.2is an
enlarged view of the cap of a slightly-differ-
ent form. Fig. 3 is a section of a cap having
the base of tubular form. .

Similar reference-letters denote.like parts
in all of the fignres. S

A is a ‘section of a wash-basin with perfora-
tions near its upper edge, which open into the
overflow-pipe B. O is the cap, fastened to
one of the spaces between two of the perfo-
rated openings in the sidé of the wash-basiu.

In Fig. 2, a is the crown of the cap, which
iz in the form of a disk, with a hold, b, Ihich
answers the purpose of a handle.

C is the rim of the cap, which is provided
with an enlargement at the base d, said base
having an even or smooth surface to form a
perfect joint when bearing against the con-
cave surface of the basin. .

In the crown of the cap is seeured, by any
suitable means, the hook ¢. This hook may
be of any required length, and its bend to be

| fashioned to suit the substanee to which it is

to be fastened.

In securing the cap to prevent the escape ot
gas from the sewer I take it in hand, with the
hook downward, and press it firmly against
the surface of the bowl or basin until the hook
finds one of the openings. The cap being of
clastic material, when the pressure is removed
it will retirn toward its natural position or
shape, and the hook will take hold of the sur-
face with which it comes in contact on the re-
turn of the cap and press the base of the eap,
bearing hard against the surface of the basin
to form an air-tight joint to prevent the es-
cape of gas, &e. :

In Tig. 83 I have shown another formn of
cap, with a tubular base, the crown being
formed of a separvate piece, which may be of
hard material, if preferred.

I have several other forms of eaps, and
among them one of hemispherical form, with
a disk of hard material to form the crown, to
which may be fastened the hook deseribed,
and auother .in which is the simple disk of
elastic material, with the hook, with or with-
out the rims,

1 do not wish, bowever, to be confined to
any particular form of ¢ap, as any cup or cap-
shaped figure composed entirely or in part of
elastic material, in combination with the hock,
coulil be used to the desired end.

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

In a device for closing the openings of pipes
against an eseape of sewer-gas, the hollow
cap formed of elastic material, or with a bear-

.ing-surtace of elastic material that will con-

form to the surface against which it is to bear,
and provided with a hook secured to its crown
to-hold said cap against its bearing-surface to
form an air-tight joint, as and for the parpose
set forth. _

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own 1 affix my signature in presence of two
witnesses. ’ e

CHAS., E. DE VALIN.

Witnesses:
W. 8, LEVENS,
JAs. XK. FRANKLIN.




